
Old Mill Village is a mixed-income new housing
project, developed by Nebraska Housing
Resource (NHR). Phase I of the 130-lot develop-
ment was completed in 2003 and included 15
lots  - 14 purchased by paticipating home
builders and one purchased by Lincoln Habitat
for Humanity. Phase II began in 2004, adding 51
more lots. It is scheduled to be completed in
2005 and includes three more “Habitat” lots.
Already an estimated 26 homes are completed
or under construction. 
Financial support for Old Mill Village came from
several government sources: Nebraska
Affordable Housing Trust Fund (NAHTF) for land
purchase and infrastructure for Phase II,
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
funds for home buyer training classes and a loan
for land purchase, and HOME funds for down
payment assistance, for a total of $1.76 million.  
The financial support from the private sector was
impressive, totaling $17.13 million. It came from
TierOne Bank, private mortgage investment and
the sale of the remaining lots. In addition,
Lincoln Habitat for Humanity has completed two
volunteer builds and will do two more, contribut-
ing volunteer time and sweat equity to the devel-
opment of their lots.  
For each lot sold by NHR, the City is reimbursed
$3,000.  After 100 lots are sold, the City will
recoup the $300,000 CDBG loan that was used
for the initial land acquisition.  The remaining
profit will be used by NHR for the next develop-
ment phase.
The new homeowners bring diversity to the
neighborhood, coming from a variety of minority
and immigrant backgrounds. In addition, Old Mill
Village provides compatible economic integration
of low and moderate income families into a high-
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er income neighborhood. Because many differ-
ent for-profit builders participated and the loca-
tions of the affordable lots are scattered, Old Mill
avoids that “cookie cutter” look that seems to be
typical of low-end housing development. The
result is better for the community. 
To build strong community connections, several
of the development’s new streets were named
after and dedicated to local law enforcement offi-
cers slain in the line of duty. 
Because of the project’s excellence, Old Mill
Village has been nominated for Lincoln’s 2005
Community Development Week Award. 
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For more information about other community development projects in Lincoln, contact the
City’s Urban Development Department, at 402-441-7606 or email: urbandev@lincoln.ne.gov

Above: Phase II homes under construction.
Below: Happy new owners of of a Phase I home.


